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Copy _._of 9
14 March 1958
MEMORARDUM FOR: Project Director
THROUGH :  Project Director of Administyration
SUBJECT : Relsase of NHACA Top Becret Ressarch Deta 40

Seleot Contractors

_ 1. On the oceasion of wy 10 Narch 1950 visit to the HACA faci-
lities st Langley Air Force Base, Virginia, the subJect of relsasing
MACA Top Secret resesrch date to select contrestors vas discussed
vith Mr. Herry Press. BSirde the begianing of AQUATONE opersticns,
our various dstachmants have baen eollecting atmospheric research
data in the areas of 55 to 70,000 feet (approximately 140,000 test
miles heve been flown), and the data has never bean put $o use except
within limited srees of RACA.

2. Nr. Press sed Mr. Thonss Caleusn have reduged all AQUATONE
Top Becret dada into a useful resesrch bulletin eoentaining soue
rsther unususl fasts. They recantly swmarized thelir studies to
Mr. Floyd Thempson, Assooiste Direetor of BACA, lLangley Field, and
at this time he indiested a personal dessive to have this date put
to scientific use. The HACA Leborstory hes been asked many times
for turbulepce dats &t sltitudes 70 to 100,000 feet and thay have
had to withhold the infommetion. Mr. Thempson and others recoguize
our restrictions and respect the ressons for sama, however, they
are concerrad that some select mamifacturers are being denied aci-
antific data which would £it into thelr individual systaus develop-
ment. Such date, sccording to Mr. Thompson, would be significant
to their future designs. For exsmple, the North Angxican W8-110
progren involves a structwal design capeble of Mach 3 &t altitudes
4n the 80 to 90,000 foot areo.

3. Bafore procecdin: further, 1 wish %o point out that I dic

not indicate to Mr. Prass that even select releasing of such data
vas possibie. I did promisae, however, to raise the question whieh
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I here present. M. Press has suggested several menns ¢f relsasing
dats should we apmove. The first belng classifying the data Secret
and releasc it only to select contrsctors who have named specific
perscunel whe would utilize the dsta. AQUATONE elearances, of course,
would be Liwvelved. The mﬁwmtmu%clme an; classi-
Ticatiom vhatsoever and list It as unrestricted date without nention
of an cperntional vahicle., There sre problams with the latter in
that the user would definitaly want to know vhether the dale ves
collescted with a balloon, racket or airplsns. He would need this
infermation in ovdor to place a velue on the scientific findings

of the data.

L. I% is oot my intentiion 46 meke a recommandation in this
ingtance; I merely wish 4o LUrving $o your attemtion & matter of con-
eern within RACA. X believe they would be interested in your opinion
soucerning this matier and I de not feel that they would nisinter-
pret or tale issus with e nesstive yeply sheuwld that be your deciziom.

5« For your infcemation the seisntific memorandum to wideh
I refor will resch the pre-~printing stage in spproximabely two weeks
and Mr. Prass will forwvard a copy to me at that tine. This sclentific
data may be of interast to Lockhsed in thelr current efforts and
you may have others to whar yvou wish to offer the information.

6+ Your ecnments goncammiryg this matter will be spprecisted.
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